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Nor could South German Liberals resist any longer. The Bavarian Chambers, under the immediate impression of Prussia's victory over Austria in 1866, resolved that it was desirable " to pursue, in close connection with Prussia, the only path that under the given conditions is able to lead us to the desired goal, a Germany unified with the collaboration of a national Parliament., freely elected and provided with the necessary powers 55.1 Prince Hohenlohe thought it desirable, in view of the special position of the Bavarian people and dynasty, to join the North German Federation immediately, while it was still in the stage of being organised. He believed that the Prussian aversion to immediate federation with the Southerners was restricted to the Conservatives, to whom Southern constitutionalism was anathema, and he could not imagine the Prussian government sharing this aversion.2 Even on September i, 1866, Hohenlohe thought that " public opinion in Bavaria, in all parts of the country and among all classes " was in favour of joining with Prussia, and that the opposition came only from the Court, the ministers and the ultramontane party. But even this last did not propose joining Austria, and nobody even dared to speak of other " independent " alternatives under French protection.3 A few days later Hohenlohe had to retreat to the proposal of a mere alliance. For Prussia herself did not want Bavaria to join the federation immediately., and insisted on conditions which implied her total absorption by Prussia.4
In fact, Hohenlohe had been wrong in his original judgement of the attitude not only of the Prussian Government, but even of the Prussian so-called " Liberals ". Prussian reaction had become sacrosanct for those who saw in it the only power able to establish what they called " German unity ", i.e. the Great Prussian Empire in which there was good business to be done. The ideas of German enlightenment and of the 1849 revolution had been dropped by those who aimed at cc preserving Liberalism " by cc waiving certain Liberal doctrines ".5 A new moderate tc Liberal " party, these people thought., ought to include enough Conservatives to make it acceptable to what they regarded, even for the future, as the most important factors in Prussian political life : the Court, the Bureaucracy, and of course the Army.6 These Liberals had become such good Prussians
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